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cellor of the Exchequer. Thus Gladstone, who had begun his
political life as a Tory, had thrown in his lot with the Whig-
Liberals. He had to choose one party or the other if he intended
to remain in public life, and it was impossible for him to return
to the main body of the Tories so long as its most prominent
personality was Disraeli. For the Peelites considered that he
had " stabbed Peel in the back " over the repeal of the Corn
Laws in 1846, and could never forgive him for it (§ 287). More-
over, Gladstone's outlook became more and more liberal as he
grew older; and the House of Commons was for the next twenty
years an arena for a sort of gladitorial contest between him and
Disraeli.
§ 304. the triumvirate.—Palmerston, Russell, and Glad-
stone were such outstanding figures in this second Palmerston
Government (1859-65) that it is sometimes called the "Trium-
virate Ministry." But they were really rather an ill-assorted
trio. The only matter on which there was cordial agreement
between them was sympathy for the " Risorgimento "—the
great patriotic movement by which the Italians, led by Garibaldi
and Cavour, became a united nation under King Victor Emanuel
of Sardinia. But apart from this, Lord John never quite got
over his jealousy of Palmerston, while Gladstone disliked his
aggressive attitude towards foreign Powers.
The Prime Minister had taken to heart his rebuff over the
Conspiracy Bill, and he never risked his popularity in the same
way again. Indeed, his attitude towards France went from one
extreme to the other. The British public had got the idea into
its head that Napoleon III meant to attack Britain sooner or
later 0 Everything that he did or did not do was regarded as
evidence of some dark design on his part. The country was
seized by a " war scare." Volunteer corps were raised—the
original form of our present-day " Territorial Army" ; and
there was a loud demand that the fortifications of our naval
ports should be strengthened. Gladstone, as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, was most anxious to avoid the expense involved by

